
Today we come to the close of the Christmas season as we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of 

the Lord.  And we may ask ourselves what is the connection of the Jesus’ baptism to Christmas.  

Christmas is about celebrating the birth of Jesus, the baby Jesus. The feast days we have 

celebrated these past two weeks, the Nativity, the Holy Family, Mary the Mother of God and 

the Epiphany are all linked to that more immediate Christmas theme.   

When Jesus comes to be baptized it is many years later, he is an adult and in fact after his 

baptism the Gospels tell us that he immediately went into the desert to fast and pray for 40 

days.  Jesus’ baptism is more closely linked to Lent than to Christmas.   

Last week we celebrated the feast of the Epiphany, a Greek word which means manifestation.  

But in the theological tradition of the Church, in fact, all of the Christmas events are considered 

epiphanies or another word that is used is Theophany.  Theos is the Greek word for God so they 

are God showings.  In the Christmas events God shows himself through Jesus Christ.  So what 

are these events?  The birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, the visit of the Wisemen, the Baptism of 

Jesus in the Jordan  and one that is also very oddly included in the list is Jesus’ working of the 

miracle of turning the water into wine at the wedding feast of Cana.   

When you read some of the ancient Christmas sermons, especially from the Eastern branch of 

the Church, they describe these disparate moments as if they are one event.  But why would 

they think that way? - because the emphasis is on the theophany.  These events are all 

manifestations of God.   God shows himself to us.  That is the common thread that is 

emphasized.   

But what is seen?  What is manifested in each of these events? 

At Christmas itself we hear that the child in the manger is the Christ, the Messiah, the Lord.  The 

angels tell us that there is a new leader, a new master in town, a new Lord to be worshipped. 

At the Epiphany we see that this new Lord, this new King is for everyone.  The Wisemen, the 

Magi, have come from a distant land. They do not belong to the Jewish religion, they are not of 

Israel.  But they come to pay homage to Jesus.  

At the wedding feast of Cana, as the celebration is about to die, as the hosts are to be 

embarrassed and guests disappointed, the water is changed into wine, good wine, the best.  

New life is given to the celebration. 

And in today’s feast, John, as he speaks about Jesus, tells us, “I baptize you with water; but one 

who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.  He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  In each theophany, each manifestation, we have 

something new, new and awesome, new and powerful, new and life changing.   



As Jesus was baptized- so were we and so we too share in that special gift.  God was manifested 

to us; we have received his life.  Something new and powerful came into our lives. The Spirit 

descended upon us as we become the beloved son, the beloved daughter of God in whom the 

Father is well-pleased.   

 

 

 


